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old age, had been passed on some distant planet of
the sky.

Meeting in this way the people of other earths,
Swedenborg was able to talk with them about their
former homes and friends. He found them very
different from the people of this world, and they
looked upon him with juft as much wonder as he
felt at seeing them. But in some ways they were
similar to men on earth. He found no one who did
not know or worship God. Indeed, he soon dis-
covered that the life men lead on many of the
planets is better than it is here. The Lord is known
more perfectly and the wisdom of His Word is
understood more fully. On more than one planet,
the Lord has appeared at some time or other, but
not by being born as a little child as was the case
when He came into this world.

The first people from another earth to be visited
by Swedenborg were those of Mercury. This
planet swings round the same sun as does our earth,
but it is very much nearer the sun and is smaller
than the earth. Instead of having three hundred
and sixty-five days in a year, Mercury has only about
eighty-eight days. The winters there are not so
severe as they are here; the planet enjoys a more
spring-like climate throughout the year.

Coming among the people of Mercury in the
spiritual world, Swedenborg was shown a man and